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This has been an extraordinarily good year for 

hockey in South Australia.  Everyone can feel 

proud of the commitment to work together to 

improve our sport.  We have markedly 

improved in most areas, except our overall on 

field results at national level.  But the stage is 

set for game improvements, and for coaching 

and umpiring in 2008. 

 

Hockey players throughout the State should 

be re-assured that your Presidents have 

worked closely with the Board and the 

General Manager for better results for you.  In 

November we all came together to put the 

final touches to a strategic plan, then in 

December we agreed to formulate a multi-

pitch proposal for the Distinctive Homes 

Hockey Arena.  This plan was adopted at the 

Annual General Meeting.  We had a number 

of meetings with Presidents throughout the 

year.  We finally agreed to a new State 

competition structure and for further 

administrative separation of the metropolitan 

competitions.  The new state structure has the 

sole aim of improving our playing 

competitiveness.  It will be a lasting testament 

to one of the greats of the game in South 

Australia, Bob Haigh who has sought this 

change for many years. 

 

Hockey SA finances have now had two good 

years and finances are sound.  We continue 

to implement the recommendations of the 

2007 governance and finance review, but 

most credit goes to the new General 

Manager Chris White.  Chris has applied a 

huge amount of energy in providing the 

excellent financial result.  I thank Brian Cosh 

for his commitment as Finance Director.  He 

resigned in March and the board has 

appointed Nick Warner.  Nick is a hockey 

player at University of Adelaide and is an 

auditing accountant with Price, Waterhouse, 

Coopers. 

 

Of the staff changes reported elsewhere, I 

most thank Bob Haigh, who left the SA Sports 

Institute in November 2006 and was 

appointed as an interim Development 

Manager for Hockey SA.  Bob is one of the 

greats of the game in South Australia.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I remember Rick Charlesworth describing 

him as the best left half in Australia for two 

decades and probably the world. 

 

From everyone involved in the game of 

hockey in South Australia I sincerely thank 

the staff in the central office and recognise 

their professionalism and commitment on 

our behalf. 

 

I welcome the new SASI coach, Jason 

Butcher to South Australia.  Please take the 

time to introduce yourself to Jason, who 

works from the Department of Recreation 

and Sports offices in Valetta Road.  Jason is 

putting in an incredible number of hours 

and implementing improvements across our 

high performance areas.   

 

South Australia has made formal 

approaches to the Hockey Australia Council 

to make improvements for the national 

league.  We have worked closely with 

Victoria and Western Australia in particular 

and have caused the board to reverse 

some scheduling.  There is now a major 

review of the AHL and the Council has 

directed the Board to provide a business 

case for us all to vote on in May.  Hockey 

Australia is separately conducting a review 

of its planning, using the Adelaide 

consultants PKF who conducted the SA 

review in 2006/07. 

 

I am proud of the cohesiveness of the 

Board.  This Board has a capacity to make 

courageous decisions, often after vigorous 

debate.  You are well served... 

 

I anticipate rapid implementation of 

changes agreed to in 2007 and a number of 

new challenging decisions early in 2008. 

 

Jim Tolson 

President,  

South Australian Hockey Association. 

November 2007. 
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Board, Staff & 
Volunteers 
 

Board 
 

President    Jim Tolson 

Vice President    David Smith 

Finance    Nick Wagner 

Board Members   Tim Collin 

     Greg Arthur 

     Wayne Harvey 

  Colin Shearing 

     Lisa Ormenyessy 

    

Staff 
 

General Manager   Chris White 

Finance Officer   Margaret Gow 

Office Manager   Pauline Heylen 

Operations Manager   Michelle Calver 

Game Dev Manager     Craig Victory  

Development Officers   Brady O’Shea  

     Chris Roberts 

Groundsman    Eddy Guppy 

Kiosk/Bar Manager    Lilly Delmedico 

Kiosk/Bar Staff    Dallas Norton 

     Marlene Arbon 

     Karen Borchers 

     Samantha Seymour 

     Andrew Kitching 

     Nick Delmedico 

 

Committees 
MACE 
 

Chair   Colin Shearing  

  

Uniforms  Roy Evans     

Neil Matthews 

Sandi Bosio     

Jeff Wait 

 

Rules   James Brook   

Paul Beckmann   

Terry McLaughlin 

  

Umpires  Jeff Piotto     

Bruce Murrie  

  

Grading  Margaret Baker    

    Andrew Oliver   

Peter de Lacy   

 

Audit   Margie McIlwraith 

Judy Inkster     

Maxine Murden 

 

 

Publicity  Jeanette Langley 
 
 

Disputes  Rob Portsch     

Mike Johnston   

Richard O’Connell  

 

Fixtures   Margaret Grieve  

Margie McIlwraith  

   Judy Inkster     

Maxine Murden 

 

Permits   Margie McIlwraith  

John Arthur     

Margaret Baker  

Tim Langley     

Peter Byrne 

 

Facilities  Garry O’Shea     

Greg Arthur 

   Paul Brockelhurst 

  

Juniors      Paul Gould     

    Roy Evans  

    Anne Mail    

    Janet Stone   

    Mark Victory     

    Trudy Alm 

   Christian Underwood 

   Lynda Oliver     

  Bev Shearer   

   Paul Bond     

    Brett Sims  

 

Mens Veterans  Bruce Roberts     

   Peter Garlick   

  Mel Snelling  

  

Womens Veterans  Judy Schmarr 

    Caroline Wood 

  

Summer Hockey Margie McIlwraith  

    Judy Inkster  

  Maxine Murden  

 

Indoor Hockey  Christian Underwood  

      Janice Goodwins 

 

Tribunal, Reports, Suspensions  

    Colin Shearing   
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This year 2007 has been a challenging, 

extremely busy yet successful year, one where 

I believe a great deal of change has 

occurred for the betterment of hockey. 

 

Key Highlights as follows: 

 

1. PKF External Review 

In November 2006, we were presented with 

PKF’s final report on the governance and 

finance structure of Hockey SA. Some 60 

recommendations for change were made, 

some very significant, some difficult to 

achieve but all of which were desperately 

needed. 

To this point in time some forty (40) of the 

recommendations have been implemented 

including constitutional, staffing, financial and 

systems modifications. I am sure, though not 

always obvious; these changes have and will 

make for a better run and more responsive 

state body. 

  

2. Development 

Massive changes have been made with our 

programs to develop coaches, athletes and 

umpires which will take shape in 2008.  

The establishment of the Coaches Alliance, 

the programmed delivery of coach/umpire 

workshops to members, the re-design of the 

old Pathways Camps (now called Junior 

Development Camps) and the re-vamping of 

state championships will contribute to greater 

on field success for SA State Teams in future 

years. 

Key to our performance in this area is the 

appointment of former Olympian Craig 

Victory as Game Development Manager and 

the greatly improved quality of elite athlete 

programs and support via the (SASI) program 

headed by Jason Butcher. We have a great 

team here. 

 

3. State Teams and State Championships 

SA, to be blunt, has not performed well at 

National Championships in recent years. 

Something had to be done quickly. 

The entire coach/manager selection process, 

team selection, support personnel and athlete 

preparation time has been re-modeled and 

this, together with changes in the 

development area will contribute to greater 

on field performance of our teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key to this area has been the re-design of 

state championships into a zonal model 

where our better athletes will compete for 

state squad selection within a much more 

competitive state championships 

framework. 

State Team selection will be primarily based 

on athlete performance at these 

championships. Eventually this pathway will 

apply also to coaches, managers and 

umpires. 

 

4. High Performance 

The appointment of Jason Butcher as SASI 

Head Coach has been a blessing. Jason will 

report elsewhere but let me say that his 

drive, energy and professionalism will reap 

huge benefits for our aspiring athletes and 

coaches. 

Already in place is a highly sophisticated 

program that is cutting edge and leads 

Australia. 

 

5. Strategic Plan 

A strategic plan (2007-2011) was developed 

throughout the year and is under-pinned by 

operational plans across all departments 

and staffing areas of Hockey SA. 

This document is a WORKING document 

and staff and organisational performance 

will be measured against the goals outlined 

there-in. 

Each year we will evaluate and reset goals 

accordingly. 

 

6. Finance 

Major change occurred in this area where 

budget preparation, monitoring and control 

was brought in-house and we moved to a 

cash based accounting system from 

accrual accounting and appointed a new 

auditor.  

At year’s end HSA’s financial position (see 

Finance Report) is much healthier with net 

assets of around $184K but needs to be built 

up still further. 

We continue to refine and develop our 

financial systems accordingly. 

   

7. Distinctive Homes Hockey Arena 

(The Pines) 

Throughout the year the HSA Board voted to 

continue the management of this arena 

and as of November 1, 2007 Hockey SA will  
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also manage the Bar and Canteen service, 

previously managed by the government. 

We believe this will produce a revenue stream 

for hockey, funds that previously went into 

government receipts. 

The Business Plan for the expansion of the 

arena to feature two (2) additional pitches, 

associated infrastructure and upgrade to the 

existing facility was completed and submitted 

to state government. 

This involved a massive amount of work, not 

including the political lobbying that needs to 

occur behind the scenes.  

Hockey in SA desperately needs this 

expanded venue (not to mention more 

suburban pitches) to attract the high quality 

national and international events we currently 

miss out on. 

Very special thanks are due to Bob Claxton, 

Steve Shearer and Peter Schembri for their 

tireless and very professional work with this 

major project. 

 

8. Sponsorship and Government 

Throughout the year sponsorship revenue has 

grown, new contracts signed and old ones 

rebuilt. Key amongst this have been our new 

partners Just Hockey and we look forward to 

building a solid, mutually beneficial  

partnership with them over the coming years. 

I wish also to thank the Office for Recreation 

and Sport, not only for their generous financial 

contribution to Hockey SA but also the 

professional back-up and support provided by 

officers of the Department, in particular 

Michelle Ingrames, Jenny Hughes and Adam 

Trottman. 

 

9. Major Events 

As many people know, Hockey SA is UNABLE 

to bid for the big hockey events due to our 

limited number of pitches at Gepps Cross. 

We were however very delighted in being 

able to deliver. 

1. A three (3) game series between the 

Hockeyroos and Japan Women, two (2) 

games of which were played in Port Lincoln. 

2. AHL Men’s and women’s to Berri and Port 

Adelaide, as well as DHHA at Gepps Cross. 

3. Hosting of Chinese Women’s Team training 

camp at DHHA. 

 

Many thanks to the Port Lincoln, Riverland and 

Port Adelaide volunteers for their great efforts 

in hosting these matches.  

 

 

 

In future years the plan is to build on this 

tradition and take high level hockey to all 

parts of the hockey state. 

 

10.Future Challenges 

Some of the key challenges for us as I see it 

are to: 

1.    Cement the new state championships  

zonal system. 

2.    Deliver real development programs to       

our Country Associations and City 

clubs. 

3.      Build our financial strengths. 

4.      Achieve strategic outcomes. 

5.       Identify and generate more revenue 

          opportunities. 

6. Communicate better with our           

stakeholders. 

7.  Provide greater service to members    

across the board. 

 

11. Staff, Volunteers and Board 

 

You will read their reports elsewhere but I 

want to take the opportunity of personally 

thanking all staff for their effort and 

professionalism throughout this very 

challenging year. 

Thank you Michelle, Pauline, Margaret, 

Craig, Eddy & Lilly – Team Hockey. 

  

Special thanks also to the Board for their 

guidance, hard work and support 

 

And thanks too to some very special 

volunteers, 

Maxine Murden 

Margaret McIlwraith 

Margaret Baker AM 

Judy Inkster 

Judy Schmarr 

Jill Furmage 

 

Chris White 

General Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6

Operation Manager  
 %"$#&&# !&(#'

The Australian Hockey League was the first 

National Tournament for 2007.  In round one 

the Suns and Hotshots played in Adelaide, 

round two was in Smithton, TAS, round three 

was played in Perth and round four was 

shared between Berri and Port Adelaide.  The 

Men travelled to Perth for finals week and 

after a slow start finished 5th.  This was a great 

result for the men who were lacking form 

early in the finals series.  The Women travelled 

up to Brisbane for the finals.  Unfortunately 

the team finished 8th which was disappointing 

especially for all the young recruits who were 

making their AHL debut. 
 

The 2008 AHL season will be two weeks of 

competition only with the men playing in 

Canberra and women in Perth.  We are 

looking for some excellent results next year 

with the prospect of new coaches and 

officiating staff along with some fresh faces 

taking the field, things are looking up for SA! 
 

The remainder of the year saw poor results for 

most of our State Teams.  Our senior teams 

were not getting the results they should have 

been considering their talent and 

experience. 
 

Towards the end of the season the Under 15 

Women’s team was taken under the 

coaching prowess of David Curran assisted 

by Jason Butcher and the results were instant.  

The girl’s were rumoured to be looking like a 

top four side before they departed for 

Melbourne in September.  The young players 

responded well to the new structures and 

playing styles implemented by Head SASI 

coach Jason Butcher and David Curran with 

4 wins and 2 draws on their way to the Grand 

Final where unfortunately they were beaten 

by NSW (3-1).  This has been the most 

improvement we have seen in any state 

team for so many years and certainly the 

best result for any of our teams for a long 

time.  South Australia finishing runners up in a 

National Championship was certainly a 

highlight for all involved and something the 

players, officials and staff will not forget any 

time soon.  We all hope that this new culture 

permeates through the rest of our state 

teams and the winning belief follows into 2008 

and beyond. 
 

Some honourable mentions must go to the 

following players who were selected in 

Australian Squads and Teams through out 

2007.  It is a great feat to shine above so 

many hockey players nation wide and these 

players have been rewarded for their skills, 

determination and dedication to the game.  

Well Done! 
 

David Francis Jnr – Australian Men’s Indoor 

Nick Theologou – Australian Men’s Country 
 

Holly Evans – Australian Women’s Indoor 

Janet O’Shea – Australian Women’s Veterans 

Jenny Kiel – Australian Women’s Veterans 

Maxine Murden – Australian Women’s 

Veterans 
 

AHL 

2007 AUSTRALIAN HOCKEY LEAGUE 

ADELAIDE HOTSHOTS 

PLACING: 5th 

Kent Haigh  Ray Ronan 

Nick Baker  Charles Rundle 

Tom Cleghorn  Ian Wishart (VC) 

Craig Victory (C) Matthew McGregor 

Joel Dry  Dale Stephen 

Tas Knight  Will Telfer 

Geoffrey Mills  Grant Schubert (VC) 

Greg Reece  Brad Fitzgerald 

Adam Jeffery  Ross Fitzgerald 

Scott Hughes  Mathew Lee 

Jamie Bahnisch Robert Porter 
 

Coach:   Bob Haigh 

Manager/Assistant Coach:  

Ori Gasparini 

Physiotherapist:  Tim Bass 

Adelaide Hotshots MVP: 

Ian Wishart (VC) 

Adelaide Hotshots Team Player: 

Kent Haigh 

 

2007 AUSTRALIAN HOCKEY LEAGUE 

ADELAIDE SUNS 

PLACING: 8th 

DeAnne Gilbert Rebecca Nolan 

Sarah Lange  Bianca Greenshields 

Kym Meldrum  Mignon Marles 

Jessica Cibich  Sheree Phillips 

Joanne Galletly Holly Evans 

Sarah Stuart  Carly Simms 

Margaret Coleiro Bronte Pickett (C)  

Anna Young  Jessica Shakes 

Emily Pickup  Georgina Parker 

Elise Stacy  Melody Rowe 

Amy Little  Sarah Harrison 
 

Coach:  Roger McDonald 

Manager:   Jan Gilbert 

Physiotherapist:  Andrew Clarkson 

Adelaide Suns MVP: Bronte Pickett (C) 

Adelaide Suns Team Player: 

Mignon Marles 
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STATE TEAMS 
 

MENS UNDER 21 

Lachlan Seabrook 

Robert Porter 

William Phillips 

Jamie Bahnisch 

William Miles 

Rod Thorpe 

Charles Rundle 

Jason Brocklehurst 

Joel Langley 

Frederick Johnston 

Tom Hughes 

Fraser Bowden 

Glyn Tamlin 

Matthew Simounds 

Brenton Carle 

Scott Hughes 

Geoff Mills 
 

Coach:  Stephen Holt 

Manager:  Ian Bowley 
 

3-14 July 2007 

BANKSTOWN, NSW 

FINAL PLACING: 8th/8 

MENS UNDER 18 

Craig Westbrook 

Murray Jackson 

Daniel Hunter 

Lachlan Seabrook 

Michael Bowditch 

Steven Young 

Jacob Redden 

Darren Vine 

Chris Roberts 

Cameron Hope 

Tom Wickham 

Daniel Simounds 

Todd Kitto 

Glyn Tamlin 

Ruben Wyld 

Jake Stacy 

Coach:  Sean Pearce 

Manager:  Alastair Grieve 
 

17-28 April 2007 

BRISBANE, QLD 

FINAL PLACING: 8th/8     
  
MENS UNDER 15 

Joshua Gould 

Timothy Newman 

Cameron Joyce 

Connor Hutchins 

Daniel Mitchell 

Joshua Gloede 

Steven Tresize 

William Lohmeyer 

Matthew Pena 

Edward Chittleborough 

Ryan Edge 

Cameron White 

Harrison Gill 

Rhys Wilson 

Alistair Oliver 

Dylan Broad 

Coach:  Andy Newman 

Manager:  John Mitchell 
 

4-13 October 2007 

PERTH, WA 

FINAL PLACING: 5th/ 8 
 

MENS SENIOR INDOOR        

Jesper Leong 

Peter Redding 

Daniel Simounds 

Joshua Kennewell 

David Francis (Australian Squad) 

Adam Millar 

Christian Underwood 

Richard Zivkovic 

William Selway 

Greig Brown 

Coach:  Cameron Whyatt 

Manager:  Shannon Breuer 
 

10-15 December 2007 

VICTORIA 

FINAL PLACING: 5th/5 
 

 

MENS UNDER 18 INDOOR      

William Selway 

Murray Jackson 

Daniel Simounds 

Adam Pena 

Michael Bowditch 

Nick Brazzale 

Stuart Hutchins 

Chris Roberts 

Cameron McDonald 

Matthew Claxton 

Coach:  Jesper Leong 

Manager:  Jim Tolson 
 

15-20 January 2007 

GOLD COAST, QLD 

FINAL PLACING: 6th/6 

 

MENS COUNTRY 

Darren Rhind 

Michael Grope 

Shane Paull 

Dion Tate 

Steven Young 

Danial Shawyer 

Bradley Grebenshikoff 

Craig Schulz 

Paul Blenkiron 
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Nigel Allison 

Brett Stokes 

Tyson Harvey 

Greg Schulz 

Nick Theologou (Australian Squad) 

Coach:  Mick Travers 

Manager:  Josh Anderson 

Physio:  Chris Flavel 
 

28 July-4 August 2007 

MACKAY, QLD 

FINAL PLACING: 6th/6 
 

 

WOMENS UNDER 21                

Cherie Southern 

Sherilyn Cass 

Sarah Lange 

Holly Evans 

Emma Smith 

Annie Hugo 

Katie Pisani 

Janelle Pisani 

Anthea Dow 

Jessica Shakes 

Tess Reynolds 

Lauren Manser 

Anastasia Tomeo 

Tessa Haslam 

Carly Simms 

Elise Stacy 

Coach:  Jane Lamprey 

Manager:  Melissa Stephenson 
 

26 June-7 July 2007 

ADELAIDE ,SA 

FINAL PLACING: 8th/8 

 

WOMENS UNDER 18                   

Brooke Appleyard 

Carly Chadwick 

Laura Goodwins 

Sarah Stuart 

Jessica Martin-Brown 

Sara Warren 

Joanne Browne 

Sarah Martyn 

Sarah Perkins 

Georgina Parker 

Bianca Greenshields 

Meg Murdoch 

Katie Pisani 

Tessa Haslam 

Kimberly Ramsay 

Carly Simms 

Coach:  Taz Furze 

Manager:  Shannon Heffernan 
 

8-19 May 2007 

LAUNCESTON, TAS 

FINAL PLACING: 5th/8  
 

 

WOMENS UNDER 15 

Katina Athanasos 

Jane-Anne Claxton 

Samantha Norris 

Megan Bowditch 

Catherine Connolly 

Courtney Kester 

Emily Franklin 

Sarah Dolan 

Amy Hunt 

Rebecca Simpson 

Kendra Selvanderan 

Karri McMahon 

Emily Garbutt 

Courtney Westbrook 

Emma Faint 

Amelia Bath-Kitto 

Coach:  David Curran 

A/Coach:  J ason Butcher 

Manager:  Karen Franklin 
 

27 September-6 October 2007 

MELBOURNE, VIC 

FINAL PLACING: 2nd/8 
 

WOMENS SENIOR INDOOR    

Sarah Crook 

Bria Smith 

Sherilyn Cass 

Jade Ferguson 

Holly Evans (Australian Squad) 

Leesa McDonald 

Catherine Oermann 

Laura Haigh  

Suzie Cosh 

Anastasia Tomeo 

Coach: Roy Evans 

A/Coach:  Dylan Evans 

Manager:  Sally McDonald 
 

10-15 December 2007 

VICTORIA 

FINAL PLACING: 4th/5 
 

WOMENS UNDER 18 INDOOR 

Belinda Rundell 

Ashlee Ferguson 

Laura Goodwins 

Jess Hunt 

Jane-Anne Claxton 

Nicole Mentha 

Jessica Martin-Brown 

Lia van der Pennen 

Natalie Paxford 

Antonia Scheidmann 

Katie Pisani 

Erin Johnson 

Coach:  Christian Underwood 

Manager:  Colleen Hunt 
 

15-20 January 2007 

GOLD COAST   FINAL PLACING: 6th/6 
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WOMENS OVER 40                 

Jenny Roach 

Helen Stone 

Annie Oxford 

Annabel Mugford 

Deidre Mastroyannis 

Stephanie Lewis 

Carolyn de Bricassart 

Lyn Kirkwood 

Susie Hewitt 

Vicki Ramm 

Margaret Kristaly 

Kate Bragg 

Jennifer O’Toole 

Cate Hodgson 

Coach:  Margaret McIlwraith 

Manager:  Val Coleman 
 

28 Sept – 6 Oct 2007 

SYDNEY, NSW 

FINAL PLACING: 7th /7 

 

WOMENS OVER 45                  

 

Linda Gardiner 

Kathy Anderson 

Vicki Bolt 

Janet Stone 

Janet O’Shea (National Team) 

Bev Botha 

Zorka Ranger 

Mary-Anne Young 

Glenys Bisset     

Karin Wimmer 

Liz Wilkinson 

Jenny Kiel (National Team) 

Deborah Waye 

Karen McGregor 

Coach:  Noona Thompson 

Manager:  Caroline Wood 
 

28 Sept – 6 Oct 2007 

SYDNEY, NSW 

FINAL PLACING: 3rd/6 

 

WOMENS OVER 55 

Maxine Murden (National Team) 

Sue Benfell 

Joan Ditton 

Margaret McIlwraith 

Susan Lee 

Coral Sargeant 

Robyn Le Cornu 

Lorraine Saunders 

Heather Quadrio 

Margaret Saunders 

Yvonne Tobin 

Vanessa Black 

Di Challis 

Honey Wilcher 

Sue Hope 

Coach:  Liz Rawlings 

Manager:  Heather Cosh 
 

28 Sept – 6 Oct 2007 

SYDNEY, NSW 

FINAL PLACING: 5th/5 

 

 

2007 STATE JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 

9-11 JUNE 2007 – ADELAIDE 

72 Teams from South Australia’s metropolitan 

and country regions participated in this years 

State Junior Championships. 

 

Under 11 Mixed – 10 teams 

Under 13 Boy’s – 9 teams 

Under 13 Girl’s – 11 teams 

Under 15 Boy’s – 14 teams 

Under 15 Girl’s – 9 teams 

Under 17 Boy’s – 11 teams 

Under 17 Girl’s – 8 teams 

 

RESULTS 

Under 11 Mixed 

Upper South East 1 def Adelaide 1 (USE 2-1 

Penalty Shoot Out) 

 

Under 13 Boy’s 

Seacliff 2 def Riverland 0 

 

Under 13 Girl’s 

Burnside 2 def Lower South East 0 

Under 15 Boy’s 

Seacliff 1 def Adelaide 0 

 

Under 15 Girl’s 

Riverland 7 def Burnside 6 

 

Under 17 Boy’s 

Burnside 3 def Lower South East 1 

 

Under 17 Girl’s 

Lower South East 4 def Adelaide 2 
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2007 was a very busy year for Hockey SA. 

Over summer our branding image was 

enhanced by the release of our new much 

anticipated website, which is much cleaner 

and far easier to navigate for all members. 

Our website now receives the second largest 

amount of hits in the nation! And our e – 

newsletter continues to go from strength to 

strength with an ever growing subscription list. 
 

Our marketing around the AHL took on a very 

different approach from past years with the 

scheduling of twilight games along with free 

show bags for the kids, free T-shirt giveaways, 

free sausage sizzles, introduction to new 

development program Rookey, and chances 

to sit on the bench with and meet our AHL 

athletes. This together with a gold coin 

donation entry fee for adults proved to be a 

huge success with increases in spectator 

numbers up by 350%, and boasting the best 

crowd figures in Australia for the first 

weekend. We also had a fixture played in 

Berri which was a huge success and is 

unquestionably something Hockey SA will 

again be looking into in the future with the 

many fantastic facilities in regional SA. 
 

Hockey SA also sent out two surveys 

throughout the year via survey source survey 

monkey to our entire database of members. 

Our first survey was built around pricing of our 

events and the other based around our 

general communications. The data received 

from these surveys was invaluable and 

fantastic feedback for our office and I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all those 

who participated. 
 

International hockey also made a long 

awaited comeback to South Australia with 

the Hockeyroos playing a test in Adelaide 

and two in Port Lincoln against Japan. All 

members who participated in the Hockey SA 

surveys were sent half price discount 

vouchers which proved to be a hit as we 

revisited “the good old days” with crowds in 

Adelaide swelling to well over the two and a 

half thousand mark.  
 

Sponsorship was also an area of healthy 

growth as we welcome onboard Just 

Hockey, Canterbury, Oamps Insurance and 

Herb Valley, along with enhancing existing 

sponsorships with Kombat and Distinctive 

Homes. 

Hockey SA is grateful for the 

continuing support of its 
sponsors: 
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It was a year of sweeping changes for 

Development during 2007 with the concept 

of a statewide zonal format tabled. Below is a 

small insight into some of the changes which 

are about to take place and will entail not 

only a far superior development pathway for 

players, but coaches, umpires, managers 

and sports trainers. 

This new format has been formulated as a 

consequence of poor results achieved by 

South Australian teams, the lack of intensity, 

selection processes and lack of appropriate 

standards at Pathways camps and the state 

team’s poor preparation particularly when 

compared to other states. 

To assist/remedy this situation a Coaches 

Alliance has been set up with opportunities to 

improve coaching and to change the culture 

in this state.  

Coaches will be given resources and 

improved support and in turn increased 

expectations in the quality of preparation 

and results of teams will be expected. 

The general philosophy of these 

Championships will be to have the best 

players playing and preferably all players 

eligible for selection in SA State Teams. 

Players not selected in any of the zonal teams 

can register an interest to be selected. Any 

Team can draft these players. The draft 

system shall be determined by the Alliance 

and will work on the grounds of competition 

balance.  

Regional Centres of Excellence will also be 

established so our state teams can run 

decentralised programs which will not only 

cut costs for our regional athletes but will 

assist in the development of coaches in these 

areas. 

Regional Centres of Excellence or RCE’s 

consist of players identified throughout junior 

development squads, state teams and state 

championships and will then train together as 

part of a decentralised state program.  

Coaches in these centres will soon be 

identified and will become coaches of zonal  

 

 

teams etc and will also form part of the 

coaching Alliance and have high quality 

coaching resources available to them.  

Location for the Centre of Excellence will be 

decided by the best facility available.  

Also, specific targeted area camps run by 

Hockey SA and SASI will take place on 

weekends and will be run on a needs basis 

and age based format. The clinics are to 

include specialties and guest coaches using 

state of the art equipment. PC attack skills, 

goal scoring, tackling, overheads, PC 

defence, Belly button theory etc. using 

cutting edge coaching techniques and 

equipment, along with video footage and 

athlete feedback. 

So as you can it has been a busy year putting 

all these systems in place, and we look 

forward to witnessing first hand South 

Australian teams playing finals hockey. 

Hockey SA will also be conducting a 

minimum of 2 visits to each zone per year to 

conduct a variety of clinics and courses 

targeting areas such as coaching, umpiring, 

tech bench and player development. 
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In April 2007 at the conclusion of the Men’s 

Australian Hockey League Jason Butcher 

took over the role of Head Coach of the SASI 

Hockey Program after a successful stint as the 

NTIS Head Coach. The program had been 

without a Head Coach for some time and 

was hitting rock bottom in the middle of a 

decade where it was already the worst 

performed program in Australia. Hence 2007 

has been a period of transition and a year of 

rebuilding a program and changing a 

culture.  

 

In a year, which started with uncertainty, 

there were still many individual highlights and 

outstanding performances against much 

adversity. 

 With a heavy youth focus to ensure the next 

generation is secured and the culture is 

changed from underneath, results at the U15 

Nationals in September show that this focus is 

already having an impact. The men finished 

5th and the women finished 2nd, losing the 

Grand final to NSW’s after finishing on top of 

the table. With three full scholarship holders in 

these teams and four other athletes involved 

in the program through visiting athlete 

agreements the future looks bright. 

 

17-year-old Bianca Greenshields made her 

AHL debut and performed exceptionally well 

in an underachieving team that finished last. 

Bianca then proceeded to dominate at the 

U18 National championships and was 

rewarded with selection into the National 

Junior Squad (Jillaroos) and will make her 

International debut in December this year 

against South Africa as one of the youngest 

members in the team. 

 

20-Year-old Scott Hughes made his 

International debut for the Burras against 

Malaysia and contributed solidly in the teams 

4-1 sweep of the series in Buderim Australia. 

Tom Cleghorn also continued his push for 

Kookaburra selection with selection in the 

National Development Squad and on the AIS 

tour to Europe for the 2nd year in a row. 

 

Grant Schubert continues to lead the way for 

Hockey in South Australia with another 

exceptional year on the path to the 

Kookaburras defence of their Olympic Gold 

medal in Beijing next year. Grant continued 

to be a consistent scorer for the Kookaburras 

who won series against the Netherlands and 

New Zealand, won Gold medals in the Lucky 

Beijing Invitational and the Azlan Shah 

Tournament in Malaysia and also won the 

Oceania Cup to ensure their Olympic 

qualification in Buderim Australia. Grant also 

scored a hat trick in the 35-0 defeat of Fiji in 

the Oceania Cup which was a world scoring 

record until NZ beat the unlucky Fijians 39-0 

two days later. 

 

There were many other outstanding 

performances within this group but more 

importantly their contributions and efforts in 

changing the culture of the SASI Hockey 

Program and in leading Hockey South 

Australia to a brighter future has been 

exceptional. With seven athletes talent 

identified at the National U18 level and some 

high calibre youngsters already being heavily 

invested in, the pressure will be on these 

athletes to build on the new foundation that 

has been laid in 2008 and continue to grow 

through their core values of being Driven, 

Disciplined, Respected and Committed and 

the behaviours that they expect of each 

other that underlie this. 

 

 

Charlie Rundle, Cameron Joyce, Scott 

Hughes, Robert Porter – Port Lincoln Tour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holly Evans – Nutrition Education Workshop  

 

 

 



13
 !

&%#&!$  '!""

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Coach – Jason Butcher 

National Junior Squad Assistant 

Coach – South African Tour 3-11 

December 

 

Assistant Coach – Mignon Marles 

 

(Port Lincoln Tour – Ferry) 

 

Assistant Coach – Craig Victory 

Assistant Coach – Bronte Pickett 

Rookie List Coach – Roger McDonald 

Physiotherapist – Tim Bass 

SASI Physiologist – Greg Rowsell 

SASI Strength and Conditioning – Leigh Smith 

SASI External Nutritionist – Olivia Warnes 

SASI Athlete Career Ed – Matt McGregor 

SASI Psychologist – Greg Diment 

SASI Video Analyst – Luke Gallagher 

SASI Program Manager – Russell D’Costa 

SASI External Doctor – Dr Barnes 

SASI Biomechanist – Alec Buttfield 

 

SASI Male Full Scholarships 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant Schubert  

AIS scholarship  

Kookaburra Squad selection 

Test series v Netherlands 28 Jan – 3 

Feb 

Azlan Shah Trophy 5-12 May (Gold 

medalist) 

Good luck Beijing Invitational 8-13 

August (Gold medalist) 

Oceania Cup 11-16 September 

(Olympic qualification) 

Test series v New Zealand 21-25 

November 

19th Mens Champions Trophy 1-9 

December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Cleghorn  

" National Development Squad 

selection 

" AIS Europe Tour - July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott Hughes  

AIS Visiting scholarship - June 

National Junior Squad selection 

Burras v Malaysia series 11-16 

September 

 

 

 

Greg Reece 

 

Brenton Carle 

 

Charlie Rundle 

AIS visiting athlete scholarship 

 

Robert Porter 

 

Jamie Bahnisch 

 

Glyn Tamlin 

Australian U18 TID 

SASI Male athlete of the year 

 

Jake Stacy 

Australian U18 TID 
 

Lachlan Seabrook 

Australian U18 TID 
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Ruben Wyld 

Australian U18 TID 

 

Tom Wickham 

Australian U18 TID 

 

Ryan Edge 

 

SASI Female Full Scholarships 

 

Holly Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elise Stacy 

- SASI Female athlete of the year 

 

Janelle Pisani 

 

Bianca Greenshields  

National Junior Squad selection 

Australian Schoolgirls Tour of Beijing - 

July 

Jillaroos South African Tour, 3-11 

December 

 

Sarah Stuart 

Australian Schoolgirls Tour of Beijing - 

July 

 

Brook Appleyard 

Australian U18 TID 

Australian Schoolgirls Shadow Squad 

 

Carly Simms 

 

Deanne Gilbert 

 

Karri McMahon 

National U15 Silver medalist 

 

 

Jane Claxton 

National U15 Silver medalist 

 

Tess Haslam 

- Australian U18 TID 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SASI Male AHL Associate Scholarships 

 

Kent Haigh 

Matthew Claxton 

Fraser Bowden 

 

SASI Female AHL Associate Scholarships 

 

Sarah Harrison 

 

SASI Male Visiting Athlete Agreements 

 

Josh Gloede (Port Lincoln Tour - July) 

Cameron Joyce (Port Lincoln Tour - July / 

Nov-Dec training block) 

Daniel Mitchell (Port Lincoln Tour - July) 

Tjalari Adams (Port Lincoln Tour - July) 

Ryan Edge (Port Lincoln Tour / Aug-Nov 

training) - upgraded to a full scholarship  

Todd Kitto (Nov-Dec training block) 

Alistair Oliver (Nov-Dec training block) 

 

SASI Female Visiting Athlete Agreements 

 

Rebecca Simpson (Port Lincoln Tour - July)  

Bridget Ashman (Port Lincoln Tour - July) 

Jane Claxton (Port Lincoln Tour - July) - 

upgraded to a full scholarship 

Karri McMahon (Port Lincoln Tour - July) - 

upgraded to a full scholarship 

Emma Faint (Nov-Dec training block) 

Kendra Selvendran (Nov-Dec training block) 

Amelia Kitto (Nov-Dec training block) 

HSA/SASI Rookie List 

 

Emma Faint, Kendra Selvendran, Amelia Kitto, 

Catherine Connolly 

Daniel Mitchell, Cameron Joyce, Alistair 

Oliver, Edward Chittleborough 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Ryan Edge (14) SASI Hockey’s New    

generation of talent 
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Dates Men/Women Event Venue SASI Athletes 

28 

January - 

3 February

Men Test Series v 

Netherlands

Canberra 

Brisbane 

Grant Schubert 

24 

February – 

8 April

26 March 

– 1 April

2 – 8 April

M & W Australian Hockey 

League

 #(+* $("& !##%

!)'#(+* $("& !##% 

Various

Perth 

Brisbane 

Holly Evans, Elise Stacy, Deanne 

Gilbert, Sarah Harrison, Sarah 

Stuart, Bianca Greenshields, 

Grant Schubert, Tom Cleghorn, 

Scott Hughes, Greg Reece, 

Charlie Rundle, Robert Porter, 

Jamie Bahnisch, Kent Haigh 

17 – 28 

April

Men Australian U18 

National 

Championship

Brisbane, QLD Jake Stacy, Lachlan Seabrook, 

Ruben Wyld, Glyn Tamlin, Tom 

Wickham 

8 – 19 

May

Women Australian U18 

National 

Championship

Launceston, 

TAS

Bianca Greenshields, Sarah 

Stuart, Brooke Appleyard, Tessa 

Haslam, Carly Simms 

26 June – 

7 July

Women Australian U21 

National 

Championship

Adelaide, SA Holly Evans, Tessa Haslam, Elise 

Stacy, Janelle Pisani, Carly Simms 

3 – 14 

July

Men Australian U21 

National 

Championship

Bankstown, 

NSW

Lachlan Seabrook, Glyn Tamlin, 

Fraser Bowden, Brenton Carle, 

Scott Hughes, Jamie Bahnisch, 

Robert Porter, Charlie Rundle 

1-14 July SSA International Tour Hong Kong / 

Beijing

Sarah Stuart, Bianca 

Greenshields 

July 22-25 SASI M/W Port Lincoln Tour Port Lincoln All squad 

22 July – 

13 August

M AIS / Development 

Tour

Scotland, 

Ireland, 

Belgium

Tom Cleghorn 

30 July – 

19 August 

M Olympic Test Event  Beijing  Grant Schubert 

5-11 

August 

SSA 16 Years and Under 

Championship 

Melbourne, 

VIC 

Jane Claxton, Brooke Appleyard, 

Karri McMahon 

11-16 

September 

Men Oceania Cup Buderim, AUS Grant Schubert 

11-16 

September 

Men U21 Test Series v 

Malaysia 

Buderim, AUS Scott Hughes 

September M/W New Zealand National 

League 

New Zealand Greg Reece, Deanne Gilbert 

26 Sept – 

6 October 

Women Australian U15 

Championship 

Melbourne, 

VIC 

Jane Claxton, Karri McMahon 

4 – 13 

October 

Men Australian U15 

Championship 

Perth, WA  Ryan Edge 

21-25 Nov Men Test Series v New 

Zealand 

NSW, AUS Grant Schubert 

1-9 

December 

Men 19th Men’s Champions 

Trophy 

KL, MAL Grant Schubert 

3-11 

December 

Women U21 South African 

tour 

Johannesburg, 

SA 

Bianca Greenshields, Jason 

Butcher 


